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From Rebellion to Revolution 

 From 1776 to1783, American patriots 

fought a long and difficult war with Britain 



Underlying Causes 

 Colonies had formed a unique society 

distinct from that of England 

 Large sectors of the North American 

economy were becoming increasingly 

independent of England 



Precipitating Events 

 The Widening War 

 Uncompromising Britain 

 The Shift in American Opinion 
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Choosing Sides 

 The Loyalists 

 The Revolutionaries 
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The Declaration of 

Independence 
 The Drafting 

 The Declaration 

 The Signing 
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The War for 

Independence 
 The Revolution now had a goal—political 

independence 
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The Opposing Sides 

 The Continental Army 

 The Revolutionary Government and 

Finances 

 The British Army 
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The Second Phase of the War, 

1776–1779 
 Early British Successes 

 Crossing the Delaware 

 Reversal of Fortune 

 The French Alliance 

 The War in the West 

 The Winter of 1777–1778 
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The Third Phase of the War, 

1778–1781 
 Giving Up on New England 

 Britain’s Southern Plan 

 Washington and Greene’s Strategy for 

Victory 

 Yorktown and Victory 

 Newburgh Conspiracy 
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Peace Negotiations, 1782–

1783 
 The Treaty of Paris 



Significance of the War 
 War-related deaths was 25,000, with 

another 25,000 injured 

 Smallpox epidemic killed 130,000 

colonists 

 War longer than the Civil War, World War 

I, or World War II 

 War divided the colonists between 

Loyalists, rebels, and those indifferent to 

either side 

 Six major results 

 



The Impact on Politics 

 republican democracy 

 formal separation of church and state  

 limited(but growing) access to the ballot 



The Impact on American 

Nationalism 
 The revolution unified (most) colonists as 

Americans 



The Impact on Slavery 

 War triggered the slow and gradual 

abolition of slavery in the North 

 50,000 fewer slaves after the war than 

before it 

 By 1790, most states outlawed the 

importation of slaves from abroad 
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The Impact on Native America 

 War served as a pretext to remove Indian 

tribes and empty Indian land for land-

hungry colonists 

 By the end of the war, one-third of the 

Iroquois nation was dead 



The Impact on Women 

 Women played key roles during the 

Revolution: boycotts, clothing, fund 

raising for the army, and limited combat 

 New Jersey for a short period allowed its 

women to vote 

 “Republican motherhood” 



The Impact on Religious 

Minorities 
 Great Awakening viewed as an early 

form of revolutionary activity 

 American concerns about an established 

church 

 Virginia Statute on Religious Freedom 
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