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British Attempts to Rein in the 

Colonies 
 The British plan had three main goals:  

 (1) to tighten control 

 (2) to limit the areas where colonists 

could settle 

 (3) to raise greater revenue. 



Tightening Control 

 Privy Council 



Limiting Settlement 

 Proclamation of 1763 
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Raising Revenue 

 Sugar Act of 1764 

 Quartering Act of 1765 

 Stamp Act 
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Beginnings of American 

Resistance 
 Stamp Act provoked a much stronger 

backlash than the Sugar Act 



The Stamp Act 

Congress 
 Circular letter 

 Stamp Act Congress 
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Boycotts 

 “Daughters of Liberty” 



Rioting 

 Sons of Liberty 



Ideological Opposition 

 Radical Whigs 

 External taxes, internal taxes 
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Opposition to the Opposition 

 Virtual representation 

 Deputy representation 
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Repeal of the Stamp Act 

 Declaratory Act 



Taxation Without Representation, 

1767–1773 

 Restraining Act 
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The Townshend 

Acts of 1767 
 Opposition 

 The Boston Massacre 

 Repeal 
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Local Conflicts, 1770–1773 

 The Gaspée Incident 

 Committees of Correspondence 

 Choosing Sides 

 



The Tea Act, 1773 

 Provisions of the Act 

 Colonial Response 

 The Boston Tea Party 
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The Coercive and Quebec 

Acts, 1774 
 The Coercive Acts 

 The Quebec Act 

 Colonial Response 

 The First Continental Congress 



The Shot Heard ‘Round 

the World 
 By mid-1774 colonists in western 

Massachusetts had essentially taken 

over the towns and evicted British 

officials 



Militia Preparations 

 Gun stockpiles 

 Militia groups 

 



Britain’s Response 

to the Preparations 
 Governor, Thomas Gage 
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Lexington and Concord 

 Minutemen 

 Lexington 

 North Bridge, Concord 

 Americans: 95 casualties  

 British: 273 casualties, including 73 dead 



Colonial Response to Lexington 

and Concord 

 Second Continental Congress 

 Olive Branch Petition 
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The Battle of Bunker Hill 

 First all-out battle of the Revolutionary 

War 

 British lost 1,000 men in an hour 

 They killed around 400 Minutemen 

 Colonists retreated but inflicted major 

losses 
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