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The New Political Center 

 Centrism 

 



The Fall of Bush 

 Clarence Thomas 

 “Culture Wars” 

 L.A. Riots 
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The Rise of Bill Clinton 

 Outside Challengers 

 A Divided Electorate 



Bill Clinton, Free Trader 

 Clinton’s “Third Way” 

 Free Trade 

 Deficit Reduction 
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Post–Cold War Foreign Policy 

 Somalia 

 No intervention in Rwanda 

 The Balkans 
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The Republican Surge 

 Policy Missteps 

 The “Contract with America” 



Clinton’s Recovery 

 Closing Down the Government 

 The 1996 Election 



The Information 

Revolution 
 Clinton was aided by a solid economic 

rebound, largely caused by a revolution 

in information technology 



Economic Rebound 

 In 1993, the United States’ real annual 

growth rate in GDP was a healthy 2.7 

percent 

 It ran more than 4 percent per year 

between 1997 and 1999 



The Digital Age 

 The Internet and Information 

Technologies 

 Other Communications 

 Costs 

 Benefits 
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Consolidation and 

Globalization 
 Corporate Consolidation 

 Globalization 

 Critics of Globalization 
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Multiculturalism 

 By the 1990s there were more than a million 

immigrants coming to the country each year 

 Hispanics had become the country’s largest 

minority group 

 Racial and ethnic diversity became accepted 

as a positive good 

 10 million illegal immigrants living in the United 

States during the first years of the twenty-first 

century 
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Two Americas 

 By the turn of the century, “two 

Americas” had formed, one that tended 

to vote Republican, the other Democratic 



Discontent 

 Oklahoma City 

 James Byrd, Jr. 

 Matthew Shepard 

 Columbine 
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Political Polarization 

 Lewinsky Episode 

 Rebuking the Republicans 
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The 2000 Election 

 The Candidates 

 The Vote 

 The Controversy 
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