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President Nixon 

 Capitalized on divisions within the 

Democratic Party over the Vietnam War 

to beat the Democratic nominee, Hubert 

Humphrey 

 “the Eastern Establishment” 
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Nixon’s Foreign Policy 

 Ping-Pong Diplomacy 

 SALT and the Cold War 

 Latin America and Africa 



Nixon the 

Accidental Liberal 
 Increasing the Size of Government 



Watergate 

 Watergate Hotel 

 Committee to Re-Elect the President 

(CREEP) 

 Watergate investigation 

 VP Spiro Agnew, admitting to tax evasion 

and bribery, resigned 

 Nixon resigned August 9, 1974 

 New vice president, Gerald Ford, became 

president 
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The Troubled Economy 

and Politics Adrift 
 Economic recession officially ended the 

great post–World War II economic boom 



Economic Woes 

 Oil Embargo 

 The Decline of Cities 



President Ford 

 Domestic Policy 

 Foreign Policy 



President Carter 

 The Election of 1976 

 Domestic Policy 

 Foreign Policy 
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The Rise of Identity 

Politics 
 The 1970s a time of turning inward 
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Identifying with a Group 

 African American Activism 

 Affirmative Action and Busing 

 The Chicano Movement 

 Red Power 
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The Women’s Movement 

 ERA and Equal Rights 

 Roe v. Wade 

 Social and Economic Participation 

 The Sexual Revolution 
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The Gay Liberation Movement 

 Stonewall Inn 
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High Tide of Environmentalism 

 Rachel Carson’s book Silent Spring 

 1970 the first “Earth Day” 

 Nixon established the Environmental 

Protection Agency in 1970 



Popular Culture 

 Disco music 

 Landmark films of the era, such as  

Saturday Night Fever, The Godfather, 

The Godfather, Part II, and Bonnie and 

Clyde  
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The Rise 

of the New Right 
 scrubbed all potential intellectual elitism from 

conservatism 

 opposed abortion, the moral decline of society 

 urged tax cuts to limit the size of government 

 urged an aggressive stance against the Soviet 

Union 

 diminished government intervention in 

people’s lives  



Economic and Political 

Conservatism 
 Proposition 13 



The Religious Right 

 “Family Values” 
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