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The Economics and 

Politics of Depression 
 There was no single cause of the Great 

Depression 
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Statistics 

 Between 1929 and 1933, about 9,000 

banks closed 

 The national unemployment rate 

skyrocketed from 3.2 percent in 1929 to 

nearly 25 percent in 1933 



Hoover 

 Hawley-Smoot Tariff 

 Hoover the Candidate for Reelection 
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The Depression 

Experience in America 
 Millions of Americans suffered terrible 

conditions between the late 1920s and 

the early 1930s  



Urban America 

 African American Neighborhoods 

 Hunger 
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Rural America 

 Dust Bowl 
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Cultural Politics 

 Movies 

 Writers 

 Radio 
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Radicalizing Politics 

 Communist Party 

 The Bonus Army 
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The Election of 1932 

 Franklin Roosevelt received 22.8 million 

votes to Herbert Hoover’s 15.7 million 
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The New Deal 

 Measures designed to regulate the 

economy, provide national recovery, and 

create a social safety net for all 

Americans 
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The First New Deal 

 Relief 

 Recovery 

 Reform 

 The Hundred Days 



Critics of the First New Deal 

 Criticism from the Republicans 

 Criticism from Conservative Democrats 

 Criticism from the Left 

 Criticism from the Courts 
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The Second New Deal 

 More Jobs 

 Labor Support 

 The Social Safety Net 

 Attacks on the Wealthy and Large 

Corporations 

 The New Deal’s Peak: 1935–1936 
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Decline and Consolidation 

 Court Packing 

 Consolidation 



The Effects 

of the New Deal 
 Culture 

 Crime 

 Labor 

 Politics 

 Continued Segregation 

 The Indian New Deal 

 Women 
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