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The Consumer 

Economy 
 During the 1920s, the United States 

became the wealthiest nation in the world 
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1920s Work 

 Good Times 

 Welfare Capitalism 

 Decline of Union Membership 
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1920s Consumerism 

 Advertisements 

 Buying on Credit 

 Early Car Culture 

 Adventures in Real Estate 

 Stocks and Shares 
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The End of the 

Progressive Era 
 Rise of a dominant Republican Party that 

embraced a “business-first” philosophy 



National Politics 

 Red Scare 

 Sacco and Vanzetti 

 Race Riots 

 Warren G. Harding 

 “Silent Cal” 
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Prohibition 

 Volstead Act 

 “Moonshine” 

 “Speakeasies” 



A New Culture: 

The Roaring Twenties 
 The “Roaring Twenties” witnessed a 

dramatic expansion of popular culture 



1920s Popular Culture 

 Movies 

 Music 

 Professional Sports 

 Fads, Triumphs, and Sex Scandals 
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The “New Negro” 

 Marcus Garvey 
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Changing Roles for Women 

 ERA 

 The “New” Woman 
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Disillusioned Writers, 

Liberalizing Mores 
 “The Lost Generation”: most of the 

American writers of this time made their 

mark by deriding mainstream America for 

its jocularity 



Reactions 

 Many Americans felt uncomfortable with 

what they saw as the liberal mores of the 

youth culture and the diminishing of 

community life 

 Some of these people found a home in 

Protestant fundamentalism 



Religious Divisions 

 Modernists 

 Fundamentalists 

 Scopes Monkey Trial 



Immigration Restriction and 

Quotas 
 Immigration Restrictions 

 Quotas 
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Social Intolerance 

 The Resurgence of the Klan 



The Election of 1928 

 Catholic Democrat Al Smith against 

Republican Herbert Hoover 

 Major issue was Prohibition 
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