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Arguments over Slavery 

in the New Territories 
 American politicians became consumed 

with the issue of whether extensive 

territories won from Mexico should permit 

or prohibit slavery 



The Democrats on Slavery in 

the West 
 Racist, but Antislavery, Northern 

Democrats 



The Wilmot Proviso and the 

“Free Soil” Movement 
 The Presidential Election of 1848 

 The Free Soil Party 



The Compromise of 1850 

 California as the Problem 

 The Compromise 

 The Controversy 

 Becoming Law 



Western Destiny Deferred 

 Buying Cuba? 

 The Slave Conspiracy 
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The Kansas-Nebraska Act and 

New Political Parties 
 Expansion in the West that brought the 

issue of slavery to a head within the 

nation’s corridors of power 



Slavery in Kansas and 

Nebraska? 
 The Kansas-Nebraska Act 
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The Death of the Second 

Two-Party System 
 The Know-Nothing Party 

 The Republican Party 

 Two Parties from Two Regions 
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“Bleeding Kansas” 

 Popular Sovereignty 

 The Stolen Election 

 Bleeding Kansas 

 Kansas’s Constitution 

 Free Soilers Strike Back 

 Outcomes 
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“Bleeding Sumner” 

 The Caning of Sumner 
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The Election of 1856 

 The Republicans 

 The Slave Power Conspiracy 

 The Election 

 Results 



Three Events That Catapulted 

the Nation into War 
 The Dred Scott controversy 

 John Brown’s raid 

 The election of 1860 



The Dred Scott Controversy 

 Dred Scott 

 Slavery as Law of the Land 



John Brown’s Raid 

 Results 
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The Election of 1860 

 The Democrats 

 The Republicans 

 The Final Sectional Division 

 Results 
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Secession 

and Civil War 
 To southerners, Lincoln’s election 

spelled the end of their way of life as they 

knew it 

 Until 1860, southerners had held back 

from dividing the country. That changed 

with Lincoln’s election. 



The Deep South Secedes 

 Lower South versus Upper South 
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Conciliatory Efforts 

 Crittenden Compromise 

 Lincoln’s Middle Course 
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Fort Sumter 

 On April 12, 1861,Confederate batteries 

began shelling Fort Sumter 
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