
The Continued 

Move West 

Chapter 13 



p220 



p221 



Western Conquest and 

Development,1820–1844 
 Four unique territories in the West 

between 1820 and 1844:  

 Texas 

 Oregon  

 Utah  

 California 



Mountain Men 

 1820s to the 1840s mountain men 

roamed the Rocky Mountains 



Texas 

 Mexican-American Hostilities 

 A Victory for Texas . . . and for Slavery 
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Oregon and the Oregon Trail 

 New Settlements and Indian Violence 

 Oregon Fever 
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Utah and the Mormons 

 Joseph Smith and the Origins of 

Mormonism 

 Brigham Young 

 To Utah 
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California: Ranches and Gold 

 Early 1846, about 800 Americans and 

about 8,000 to 12,000 Californios in 

California 

 January 1848, Gold Rush begins 
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Tribal Conflicts 

 Fort Laramie Treaty 



Conclusion 

 Western settlement complicated matters 

reaching far beyond the lives of the 

settlers themselves 



The Expansionist 

Spirit Rebounds 
 American government to aggressively 

resume territorial expansion 

 Journalists favored national expansion  

 Manifest Destiny 



Texas and the Rise of James 

K. Polk 
 The Election of 1844 

 Texas and the Liberty Party 

 Tyler and Texas 



Oregon and American 

Dominance in the West 
 Polk as President 

 54° 40’ 

 49th Parallel 



p229 



Manifest Destiny 

 Journalist John O’Sullivan 

 Many Americans felt that their country—

by virtue of its strong Christian faith, its 

commitment to “civilization” and 

democracy, and the supposed 

“emptiness” of the West—would 

dominate North America as a great 

Empire for Liberty 



The Mexican-American War 

 Polk Seeks a Fight 

 Patriotic Fervor 

 California and New Mexico 

 Invading Mexico 

 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 
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