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Politics in the Age of Jackson 

 “era of the common man” 

 America of the early 1800s considered 

the “common man” to be white and a 

man 



A New Kind of Politics 

 The Panic of 1819 

 Expansion of the Franchise 

 The Election of 1824 

 A New Culture of Politics 
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Andrew Jackson and the Politics 

of the “Common Man” 

 The Election of 1828 

 A New Style of Politics 

 White Male Democracy 

 Racism in the North 
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Jackson as President 

 Four issues dominated his presidency: 

 patronage 

 the nullification crisis 

 the Bank War 

 Indian removal 



Patronage 

 Patronage is the direct exchange of a 

government job in return for political 

campaign work 



The Nullification Crisis 

 The Context of Nullification 

 Tariffs 

 What Was Nullification? 

 Jackson’s Response 



The Bank War 

 The Bank 

 Jackson’s Opposition 

 Crushing the Bank 

 Wildcat Banking 



p194 



Westward Expansion 

and Indian Removal 
 Indian Resistance 

 Indian Removal Act of 1830 

 The Cherokee Nation versus Georgia 

 Was Jackson Anti-Indian? 

 The Seminole Revolt 
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The Panic of 1837 

 The Specie Circular 

 The Panic of 1837 
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The Development of the 

Second Two-Party System 
 1830s  

 Andrew Jackson’s Democrats 

 John Quincy Adams’s and Henry Clay’s 

Whigs 
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Jackson’s Democrats 

 Extremely nationalistic 

 Believed in a small federal government 

 Government was not supposed to control 

the way that people conducted 

themselves privately 

 Included Andrew Jackson, Martin Van 

Buren, and James K. Polk 



The Whigs 

 Favored a more active federal 

government  

 Supported using federal funds to finance 

internal improvements 

 Believed that government power could be 

used to promote the moral health of the 

nation 

 More comfortable with market capitalism 
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Constituencies 

 Whigs: connected to business but had 

farmer and worker support 

 Democrats had more support from 

farmers and alienated workers and 

incoming Irish immigrants 



Political Stability 

 By the election of 1840, Americans had 

succeeded in building a stable two-party 

system 
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