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Chapter 

Seven 

Interest Groups 
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Learning Outcomes 

7.1 Define an interest group and explain the constitutional and 

political reasons why so many groups are found in the 

United States. 

7.2 Explain why an individual may or may not decide to join an 

interest group and the benefits that membership can confer.  

7.3 Describe different types of interest groups and the sources 

of their political power. 

7.4 Identify the direct and indirect techniques that interest 

groups use to influence government decisions. 

7.5 Describe the legislation which regulates the reporting of 

lobbying efforts at the federal level and discuss why it is 

relatively ineffective. 
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Interest Groups:  

A Natural Phenomenon 

o Interest Groups and 

Social Movements 

o Why So Many? 
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Social Movement Interest Groups 
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Interest Groups:  

A Natural Phenomenon 
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In February 2013, activists gathered in front of the White house to 

convince the president to deny the permits for the Keystone XL 

Pipeline and to show their support for other environmental issues.  
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Why Do Americans Join  

Interest Groups? 

o Incentives 

o Solidary Incentives 

o Material Incentives 

o Purposive Incentives 
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Types of Interest Groups 

o Economic Interest Groups 

o Business Interest Groups 

o Agricultural Interest Groups 

o Labor Interest Groups 

o Labor movement 

o Service sector 

o Public-Employee Unions 

o Interest Groups of Professionals 

o The Unorganized Poor 
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Decline in Union Membership, 

1948 to Present 
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Types of Interest Groups 
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In July 2013, the Bay Area Rapid Transit System was shut down by striking union 

members who opposed proposed changes in their health care and pension plans. 

Thousands of commuters were forced to find other types of transportation during the strike.  
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Types of Interest Groups 

o Environmental Groups 

o Public-Interest Groups 

o Nader Organizations 

o Other Public-Interest Groups 

o Other Interest Groups 

o Foreign Governments 
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“One-Issue” Interest Groups 
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What Makes an Interest Group 

Powerful? 

o Size and Resources 

o Leadership 

o Cohesiveness 
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Profiles of Power –  

Four Influential Interest Groups 
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Profiles of Power –  

Four Influential Interest Groups 
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Interest Group Strategies 

o Direct Techniques 

o Lobbying Techniques 

o The Ratings Game 

o Building Alliances 

o Campaign Assistance 
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Interest Group Strategies 

Legislative Scorecards: 
How much value can voters place on these kinds of ratings?  
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Interest Group Strategies 

o Indirect Techniques 

o Generating Public Pressure 

o Climate control 

o Using Constituents as Lobbyists 

o Unconventional Forms of Pressure 

o Boycott 
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Interest Group Strategies 
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Interest Group Strategies 
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Singer Jennifer 

Hudson joins the 

Sandy Hook 

Elementary School 

chorus at the Super 

Bowl to sing “America 

the Beautiful.” 

Hudson’s appearance 

with the children 

demonstrated her 

support for stronger 

gun control legislation. 
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Interest Group Strategies 

o Regulating Lobbyists 

o The Results of the 1946 Act 

o The Reforms of 1995 

o Recent Lobbying Scandals 
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Interest Groups and 

Representative Democracy 

o “Elite Within an Elite” 

o Interest Group Influence 

o Not all have equal influence 

o Even most powerful not always successful 
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Battle Over Wisconsin  

Budget Bill 

  

Click picture to view video 

http://college.cengage.com/polisci/polisci_shared/courseware/media/playeradb.html?video=200999_720571_001_feb202011_v01_wisconsin_budget_cuts
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Video Discussion Questions 

1. What types of interest groups are 

represented by the protestors? 

2. What does collective bargaining mean? 

Are states legally obligated to meet 

pension and other commitments to public 

employees? 

3. Do you think this demonstration is a 

successful strategy? 

 


